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NOTES AND NEWS. 

On December 30 and 31, 1915, there was held at Columbus, 
Ohio, the organization meeting of a new national mathematical 
association, the call for which had been signed by 450 persons 
representing every state in the Union, the District of Columbia, 
and Canada. The object of the new Association is to assist in 
promoting the interests of mathematics in America, especially 
in the collegiate field. It is not intended to be a rival of any 
existing organization, but rather to supplement the Secondary 
Associations on the one hand, and the American Mathematical 
Society on the other, the former being well organized and ef- 
fective in their field, and the latter having definitely limited itself 
to the field of scientific research. In the field of collegiate 
mathematics, however, there has been, up to this time, no organ- 
ization and no medium of communication among the teachers, 
except the American Mathematical Monthly, which for the past 
three years has been devoted to this cause. The new organiza- 
tion, which has been named the Mathematical Association of 
America, has taken over the Monthly as its official journal. 

There were 104 persons present at the organization meeting. 
The constitution and by-laws together with a full report of the 
proceedings will be published in the January issue of the 
Monthly. The following officers were elected : 

President, Professor E. R. Hedrick, University of Missouri. 

First Vice-President, Professor E. V. Huntington, Harvard 
University. 

Second Vice-President, Professor G. A. Miller, University 
of Illinois. 

Secretary-Treasurer, Professor W. D. Cairns, Oberlin College. 

Publication Committee, Professor H. E. Slaught, University 
of Chicago, Managing Editor, Professor W. H. Bussey, Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, and Professor R. D. Carmichael, Uni- 
versity of Illinois. 

These officers, together with the following, constitute the 
Executive Council: 
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Professor R. C. Archibald, Brown University. 
Professor Florian Cajori, Colorado College. 
Professor B. F. Finkel, Drury College. 
Professor D. N. Lehmer, University of California. 
Professor E. H. Moore, University of Chicago. 
Professor R. E. Moritz, University of Washington. 
Professor M. B. Porter, University of Texas. 
Professor K. D. Swartzel, Ohio State University. 
Professor J. N. Van der Vries, University of Kansas. 
Professor Oswald Veblen, Princeton University. 
Professor J. W. Young, Dartmouth College. 
Professor Alexander Ziwet, University of Michigan. 

The Association of Teachers of Mathematics in the 
Middle States and Maryeahb 
The Twenty-fifth meeting of the association was held in 
Drexel Institute, Philadelphia, November 27, 1915. Morning 
session called to order 10:30 in the Chemical Lecture Room. 
At this session two very interesting papers were read : " Mathe- 
matics and Psychology," by Charles C. Groves, Columbia Uni- 
versity, New York, and " Opportunity for School Men in Public 
Service," by William H. Maltbie, director of the Bureau of 
State Municipal Research, Baltimore. The nomination com- 
mittee then handed in the following report: For President, 
Jonathan T. Rorer, Win. Penn High School, Philadelphia; 
Vice-President, Elizabeth B. Cowley, Vassar College; Secre- 
tary, F. Eugene Seymour, State Normal School, Trenton, N. J. ; 
Treasurer, Edward D. Fitch, Episcopal Academy, Philadelphia ; 
Member at large of the Council, Eugene R. Smith, The Park 
School, Baltimore, Md. Upon motion the report of the com- 
mittee was accepted and the persons elected. 

The revised Constitution and By-Laws as reported in the 
Teacher, June, 191 5, were unanimously adopted. 

Article IV of the new constitution provides that each sec- 
tion shall elect one representative to the Council. The sections 
of our association are requested to hold this election at the first 
opportunity, and to inform the secretary of their chosen repre- 
sentative. 

The spring meeting of the association will probably be held 
in New York City during the early part of May. The spring vaca- 
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tions of the many schools occur either before or after Easter ; this 
makes it inconvenient for teachers to attend the meetings of the 
association in April, so that the council has wisely postponed the 
meeting until May. An important feature of the morning pro- 
gram will be a survey of the present situation resulting from the 
criticism of mathematics teaching. It is hoped to obtain re- 
ports from as many sections of our territory as possible, which 
will state to what extent school and college courses have been 
modified. 

The afternoon meeting was divided into two sections — one 
for the discussion of Secondary School Mathematics, where the 
subject " College Preparation," was discussed, with the follow- 
ing speakers acting as leaders: Fletcher Durell, Lawrenceville 
School ; Harry English, High School, Washington, D. C. ; Cecil 
A. Ewing, The Tome School; Amelia C. Wight, High School 
for Girls, Philadelphia; Romeyn H. Rivenburg, Peddie Insti- 
tute; C. A. Bergstresser, Boys' High School, Brooklyn. In 
the other section for the discussion of college mathematics the 
subject, " Freshman Mathematics," was discussed with the fol- 
lowing speakers acting as leaders: H. L. Hodgkins, George 
Washington University; Abraham Cohen, Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity; Clara L. Bacon, Goucher College; Charles C. Grove, 
Columbia University; John A. Miller, Swarthmore College; 
George H. Hallett, University of Pennsylvania. 

Mathematical Teachers in New England. 

The thirteenth annual meeting of The Association of Mathe- 
matical Teachers in New England was held on Saturday, Decem- 
ber 4, in Boston. The morning session was held at the Boston 
University and the afternoon session at the Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology. 

The meeting was called to order by President Coolidge, and 
the ballot for officers for 1916 resulted as follows: President, 
Professor Julian L. Coolidge, Harvard University; Vice-Pres- 
ident, Professor Frank C. Moore, New Hampshire College; 
Treasurer, Frederick W. Gentleman, Mechanic Arts High 
School, Boston; Members of the Council, Miss Clara A. Snell, 
High School, Melrose, Mass.; Mr. A. Harry Wheeler, High 
School, Worcester, Mass. The treasurer's report was read, ac- 
cepted, and placed on file. 
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An amendment to the constitution which was offered at the 
spring meeting on May i, was voted on and passed. The 
amendment reads as follows : " Resolved that Section I of the 
constitution be amended so as to read, This society shall be 
called The Association of Teachers of Mathematics in New Eng- 
land." 

The speakers for the morning session were Mr. Milton E. 
MacGregor, Mechanic Arts High School, Boston, " The Teach- 
ing of Quadratic Equations " ; Professor Helen A. Merrill, Wel- 
lesley College, "The Napier Tercentenary"; Mr. Francis A. 
Rugg, Berkeley Preparatory School, Boston, " First Weeks in 
Plane Geometry." 

At the close of an extended discussion of these papers, lunch- 
eon was served to about fifty at the Technology Union. 

In the afternoon, the Committee on the Status and Welfare 
of Mathematics in the Secondary Schools presented its second 
report. Professor Tyler, chairman of the committee, outlined 
the work which the committee has planned for completing its 
investigations. Other members of the committee presented 
papers which will be embodied later in the printed report. 
These papers were : " Preparation of Teachers of Mathematics 
in Massachusetts High Schools," Dean F. C. Ferry, Williams 
College ; " The Status of Algebra as a Required Subject in Mas- 
sachusetts High Schools," Principal F. P. Morse, Revere High 
School; "A List of Topics in Algebra," Headmaster G. W. 
Evans, Charlestown High School. 

A man with eight years' experience in secondary and college 
teaching wishes a college position. He is a Ph.D. from The 
Johns Hopkins University, and can give excellent references. 
His work is known to some of the editors of this magazine, and 
his name and further details will be given to any institution on 
request. 



